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Introduction
Boston Public Schools has partnered with SGS Galson, the world leader in 
industrial hygiene analysis and monitoring solutions, to install Indoor Air Quality 
(IAQ) Sensors in all BPS classrooms, Main Offices, and Nurse’s Offices, and monitor 
and report real-time indoor air quality data through a transparent and accessible 
online public dashboard. 

This initiative is one strategy among many districtwide and school-based approaches 
to improve indoor air quality, and it fulfills the “Monitoring and Reporting Risk 
Reduction Layer” as recommended by the U.S. EPA and U.S. Department of 
Education’s “layered risk reduction approach” to indoor air quality management 
programs.

Follow this User Guide to assist you with using the dashboard. Reference the 
BPS Indoor Air Quality and Ventilation Plan to understand the indoor air quality 
results for your school and classroom.
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Sensor Readings
§ SGS Live View Dashboard provides readings from sensors 

every minute.

§ Following industry standards for reporting Indoor Air Quality 
(IAQ) parameters, you will be able to review the latest reading 
from a 15-minute running average for Carbon Dioxide (CO2), 
Carbon Monoxide (CO), Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 and 10, 
Temperature (T), and Relative Humidity (RH).

§ Sensors are calibrated annually during the summer, and as 
needed on a periodic basis during the academic year.

SGS Live View Dashboard: User Guide
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Initial View
§ The number in the center of the circle represents the number 

of Indoor Air Quality Sensors at schools in that area of the 
map.

§ The circle is color-coded based on the current readings of 
the selected parameter, i.e. Carbon Dioxide, Carbon 
Monoxide, Particular Matter, etc. 

§ Dashboard default view is Carbon Dioxide.
§ The circumference shows the percentage of readings in a 

typical range (GREEN), a moderate range (YELLOW), a low 
range (BLUE), a high range  (ORANGE), service mode 
(GREY), and lost connectivity (BLACK).

Initial View
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Choosing a Parameter
§ Click on the Indoor Air Quality icon and a drop-down list will be displayed.

§ Select the parameter you want to view, and the circles will change to that parameter.

Additional Views



6

View a School
§ In the Search Box at the top right of the map, type in any portion of the 

name of the school you want to view.

§ School names will automatically populate in the drop-down list.

§ Select the school you want to view. A window will open providing your 
school view.

§ You can also view your school by zooming in on the map and selecting 
the icon that represents a schoolhouse.

School View
§ The circle is color-coded based on the current readings of the selected 

parameter, e.g. CO2, CO, PM10, etc. Dashboard default view is CO2.
§ The Minimum, Average, and Maximum are also displayed.
§ The table of rows below the circles allows you to view individual classrooms 

by parameter.
§ The readings are every minute with an average of the last 15 readings ( a 

15-minute running average.) 
§ Refresh the screen to refresh the data every minute.
§ Click on the column header to sort alphabetically or from high to low.

• This allows for a quick view of parameters and levels in a logical 
order.
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Review Your School
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Trend View
§ Option 1: From the table, select the Live View Sensor Name (click 

the blue hyperlink) of the classroom you want to view. Another 
window will open displaying the Trend View for that particular sensor.

§ Option 2: From the map, you will view a colored dot (GREEN, 
YELLOW, ORANGE, BLUE, GRAY, or BLACK) representing each 
individual air quality sensor. Hover over each dot until you find the 
classroom you wish to view. Note that the dot is the color of the 
chosen parameter. The dashboard default view is CO2.

• The triangle symbol represents the rooftop outdoor air sensor.

Trend View
§ The trend is based on the drop-down box that is selected:

• Hour – Minute
• Day – Hourly Averages (6am-6pm)
• Month – Daily Averages (6am-6pm)
• 3 Month – Daily Averages (6am-6pm)

§ Click on each square to view the trend for any selected parameter. 
The dashboard default view is CO2.
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Review Your School’s Trends
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Download IAQ data, current and from the previous 30 days
§ The default tab is “Latest Sensor Results”. Select “Export to Excel” to 

download the current IAQ results.
§ Select the “30 Day Report” tab. Select “Export to Excel” to download the IAQ 

daily averages from the previous 30 days. Daily averages are from 6am-6pm.
§ Data will be exported into an Excel report.

Excel Report
§ The data you’ve selected is exported into 

a standard Excel spreadsheet.
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Download a Report
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Accompanying Resources

§ BPS Indoor Air Quality Homepage
• https://www.bostonpublicschools.org/Page/8810
• Reference the BPS Indoor Air Quality and Ventilation Plan to 

understand the IAQ parameters being monitored, the results for your 
school and classroom, and the response actions to exceedances.

§ Contact Information:
indoorairquality@bostonpublicschools.org


